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President’s Report 

May 27, 2021 

 The final month of the school year is always extremely stressful for our instructional teams. We 

are finishing up a very challenging school year and at the same time preparing for the next. The prospect 

of preparing for greater normalcy is exciting. The infusion of federal funding will allow us to introduce a 

variety of programs over the next three years to help students recoup the pandemic-related learning 

losses. Plans and grant budgets will be finalized early next month. 

 We have completed the draft budget for next year. This year we had tightened our belts in 

anticipation of substantial mid-year reductions in per pupil funding, reductions which fortunately did not 

occur. For the coming school year, we will be able to restore those cuts, most happily reducing class 

sizes to pre-pandemic levels while maintaining a highly competitive salary structure for our faculty. 

 In addition, we continue to move forward on the new charter for the Bernie Glassman New 

Ventures Charter School. Support on the ground in Yonkers has continued to grow. We have submitted 

the required Letter of Intent. Work on the charter application continues. 

 On the facility front, news is positive as well.  Work is progressing well at Corporate Commons 3, 

and it now appears that we may be able to begin moving in July. The project design has been completed, 

and progress continues smoothly on the bond financing for the purchase of the former Barnes & Noble 

building although it now appears likely that the closing will occur in early July, a date well within our 

timetable for occupancy in September, 2022. 

 On the leadership front, Theresa Peterford, our VP of Education, Integration Excellence, has 

agreed to remain as the Lavelle Prep Middles School Principal next year.  The opportunity to get a 

firsthand look at some of the strengths and challenges within this division has proven to be beneficial for 

the ICS Cabinet.   Jacqueline Hilary was promoted to Assistant Principal in March and will continue in this 

role to help support Middle School.  Lastly, I’m happy to announce Omri Schick as Founding Assistant 

Principal of Richmond Prep. Omri is already working on opening plans with the Richmond Prep team and 

will be finishing up the school year with Lavelle Prep.   

 

  

 


