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** This packet counts as the first graded assignment for each core class. **

1. English Language Arts (ELA): Literary Response Project: Read ONE book from your grade-level
reading list. Then choose one project below to complete:
e Literary Letter: Write a letter (500-700 words) to the main character or author analyzing a major theme

and how it connects to your life.
e Visual Journal: Create 3 illustrated journal entries from the perspective of the main character. Include

captions or entries showing key decisions and emotions.
e Theme Essay: Write a 4-paragraph essay analyzing a central theme and how the author develops it

using key events or techniques.

Grading Rubric (20 Points)

1-2
N 5 4 3
Criteria : Incomplete or
Exceeds Meets Approaching Below
Identifies Identifies a Attempts to Does not
theme and theme with 1+ identify theme, | identify a
explains its clear example | but explanation | theme or lacks
Theme significance from the book | is vague or supporting
Analysis using 2+ well- lacks examples | explanation
explained
examples from
the book
Uses 2+ direct Uses at least 1 Uses vague or No relevant text
quotes or quote or incorrec evidence
Textual para hrasr?d refer%nce and | references provided
: events wit provides some | without support
Evidence analysis of each | explanation PP
Response has Mostly clear Some attempt Lacks
Respbonse clear beginning, | structure with at structure; organization or
P middle, and end | Minor gaps in ideas may jump | logical flow
Development | \ith transitions transitions or orlack
and |ogicg| flow ideas connection
Few or no errors r\gino(rjerrors Sheverql errors ' Frr]equenlt(errhors
: in grammar, that do not that occasionally| that make the
Conventions | ¢,8jiing, or interfere with hinder _ writing hard to
punctuation; readability understanding | follow
writing is polished
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2. Math: Real-World Math Challenge: Complete the Math Exploration Menu. Choose and
complete TWO challenges:

 Budget Builder: Plan a monthly budget for a summer job ($2,000 income). Show alll
calculations.

e Dream Room Design: Draw and scale a room, calculating area, perimeter, and furniture
layout.

« Summer Data Dive: Track something for 7 days (weather, screen time, steps). Create a graph
and write a short analysis.

o Math in the News: Find a current event with numbers/statistics. Summarize and analyze how
the math helps tell the story.

Grading Rubric (20 Points)

1-2
S 5 4 3
Criteria . Incomplete or
Exceeds Meets Approaching Below
All calculations | 1-2 minor 3—4 errors or Work is mostly
are correct and | calculation incomplete incorrect or
Accuracy clearly shown errors steps missing
Strong
. explanations Mostly clear Reasoning No explanation
Mathematical | support all math | reasoning; a attempted but | of steps or
Reasoning decisions; shows few unclear or lacks clarity or reasoning
steps and logic missing steps justification
Application is Realistic. Connection is Connection is
Real-World auPhentic, well- connection vague or only unclear or not
. developed, and with basic partIY explained
Connection fully explained explanation developed
Work is clean, Mostly dand 3c_)me o Hard to re?d,k
. labeled, and easy | organized an Isorganization messy, or lacks
Presentation & | 5% 0w readable or unclear layout | labels
Neatness
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3. Science: Summer Discovery Investigation: Choose ONE science investigation to complete
and report.
» Mini Experiment: Design and conduct a safe at-home experiment. Record hypothesis,
materials, steps, results, and reflection (use photos or drawings).
« Science in Nature: Go on a nature walk. Document 5 plants/animals and research how each
survives in its ecosystem.
« Science Profile: Research a scientist who changed the world (preferably from an

underrepresented group). Create a one-pager with their bio, discoveries, and modern

impact.

Grading Rubric (20 Points)

1-2
S 5 4 3
Criteria . Incomplete or
Exceeds Meets Approaching Below
Demonstrates . s e
T clear Mostly correct | Basic grasp but | Lacks scientific
Scientific understanding | concepts; may | includes understandin
Understanding | of key scientific misuse 1-2 misconceptions | or is inaccurate
concepts with terms
accurate
terminology
Includes specific
data, findings, or | Some data or Minimal use of | No data,
Data or 2+ well-cited resegrch IS data; unclear Inaccurate
Research Use | facts from provided and connection to information, or
research explained findings unsupported
claims
Lists full Basic q Prociedure No reoclI
+l brocedure with procedure unclearor procedure or
Pr.ocedurt.eIDetalI ﬁmoteriols, described with | missing major detail given
(if experiment) | \qriables, and few missing steps
observations parts
frzgmigﬁtsi‘ul Reflects on Basic reflection Nonreflelction or
. | rocess or with limited genera .
Reflectionor | analysisor | findings with | support Statements with
Insight ; some support I
J evidence PP to findings
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4. History: Personal & Historical Connections: Choose ONE of the following ways to reflect on
history and connect it to today.
Interview Project: Interview a family member or elder about a historical event they lived through (e.g.,
9/11, pandemic, civil rights). Write a 1-page summary and analysis.

Then & Now Comparison: Choose a current issue (e.g., immigration, voting rights, protest). Compare it

to a similar historical moment in a 4-paragraph essay.
History Through Art: Choose a historical image (painting, photo, protest sign). Analyze its message
and create a modern version with a short write-up.

Grading Rubric (20 Points)

1-2
o 5 4 3
Criteria Exceeds Meets Approaching IncoBrr; Jsvte or
S ﬁillsjtgfrioc;m@non 'S Mostly ) Some factual Inaccurate or
Historical accurate and accurate with | errors or . no historical
Accuracy includes 2+ 1-2 minor missing details content

relevant facts or
dates

inaccuracies

Clearly explains

] how the historical | Makes 1 clear Vague or No connection
Connectionto | topic connectsto | connection limited explained
Presentor Self | today or personal | with some connection

experiences using | explanation

2+ specific

comparisons

Includes 2+ :ncludes at Refer_ence(;ls o No ?vidence or

: uotes, sources, | least1source mentioned but | explanation

Use of Evidence gr personal or example not explained included
anecdotes with | Wwith )
explanation explanation
Clear paragraphs | Mostly Basic structure, | Disorganized or
Structure & with topic organized with | but some difficult to
! sentences and minor clarity confusion in flow | follow
Expression | SMOOtN How, issues

writing is easy to
understand




