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Summer Work Packet

Deadline: Book reports are due September 10. Grade-level college/career assignments are due on the first Friday of the school year
unless otherwise directed. This packet counts as the first graded summer work assignment.

Overview & General Directions

Purpose:

This summer work keeps students engaged in reading while helping them take their next step toward
college, career, and post-secondary planning.

What do I have to complete?

Entering Grade Required Summer Work Total Points
- ICS summer reading: read at least 2 books +

Rising 9th Grade high school book report only 20

Rising 10th Grade g]?(gleiclrteport + College Major Exploration 40

Rising 11th Grade Book report + College List Research Project 40

Rising 12th Grade Book report + College Essay First Draft 40

General Directions:

e Read at least TWO books from the Summer Reading List for the grade you are entering.

e Complete ONE display-ready Book Report that includes the required written responses for both books. Rising 9th
graders only complete the book report.
Complete the assignment for the grade you are entering if you are a rising 10th, 11th, or 12th grader.

Submit neat, complete work on paper or digitally as directed by your school or teacher.
e Use your own words. Research assignments must include source names or links. Follow school academic
integrity expectations.

Recommended supplies:

Two books from the ICS Summer Reading List for your entering grade

Paper or a digital document for drafts and notes

Access to credible college, career, or financial aid websites for research assignments
The Student Submission Checklist at the end of this packet




Summer Work Packet

Deadline: Book reports are due September 10. Grade-level college/career assignments are due on the first Friday of the school year
unless otherwise directed. This packet counts as the first graded summer work assignment.

Part 1: Summer Reading + Book Report

Required for every student. Rising 9th graders complete this assignment only.

Directions:
e Select and read at least TWO books from the ICS Summer Reading List for the grade you are entering.
e Choose any two books from your grade-level list. Books are organized by the ICS core values: Teamwork,
Community, Integrity, and Courage.
e Submit your written responses to your ELA teacher when school returns. Be ready for small-group sharing and a
class discussion connected to ICS core values.
e Make the final product display-ready using headers, color, illustrations, borders, collage, or other art materials.

High School Book Report Format:

e Book Information for EACH book: Title, author, core value category, genre/type, and why you selected it.

e Personal Response Essay for EACH book (350-500 words): Explain how the issues and themes this book raises
relate to your life and to one of the ICS core values. Include at least five specific pieces of evidence that show the
core value in action.

e Letter to the Author or a Character for EACH book (350-500 words): Write a letter discussing ideas you learned,
questions you have, and what the book taught you about one ICS core value and how it connects to the author’s or
character’s life.

e Two books means FOUR written pieces total: Book 1 essay, Book 1 letter, Book 2 essay, and Book 2 letter.

e Visual Design: Present your responses in a creative, organized format that is neat enough to display in school.

Quick Checklist for the Book Report

O I chose two books from the list for my entering grade.

O I wrote one Personal Response Essay and one Letter for each book.

O Each writing piece is 350-500 words.

O I connected each book to an ICS core value and used specific evidence.
O My final product includes visual design and is ready to display.




Grades 9-12 ICS Summer Reading List

Choose two books from the list for the grade you are entering. Books are grouped by the ICS core value they best represent.
Entering Grade 9 Reading Choices

Core Value Book Options
+ The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
Teamwork - Hoops by Matt Tavares
- Darius the Great Is Not Okay by Adib Khorram
+ American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
- The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky
+ March by John Lewis
Integrity - Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
- The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
- I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erica L. Sanchez
- Night by Elie Wiesel
Courage - The Sun is Also A Star by Nicola Yoon
- Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay
- The Hill We Climb by Amanda Gorman

Community

Entering Grade 10 Reading Choices

Core Value

Book Options
- Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
Teamwork + The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
- Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez
- Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
Community + The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy
- The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
- 1984 by George Orwell
Integrity + I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World
by Malala Yousafzai with Patricia McCormick
+ The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Courage - Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez
- Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel

Grades 9-12 ICS Summer Reading List, continued
Entering Grade 11 Reading Choices

Core Value Book Options
- Night of the Living Rez by Morgan Talty
Teamwork + The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
- All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque
+ The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead
Community + The Color Purple by Alice Walker
- Another Brooklyn by Jacqueline Woodson
- Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
Integrity - Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
- Yellow Face by David Henry Hwang
+ Educated by Tara Westover
- The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz

Entering Grade 12 Reading Choices
Core Value Book Options

- Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger

- The Boat People by Sharon Bala

- Caste by Isabel Wilkerson

- Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

- The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
+ The Scholomance Trilogy by Naomi Novik

Integrity + The Overstory by Richard Powers

+ The Broken Earth Trilogy by N.K. Jemisin

- Parable of the Sower and Parable of the Talents by Octavia Butler
- The Autobiography of Malcolm X

- If Beale Street Could Talk by James Baldwin

Courage

Teamwork

Community

Courage




Book Report Grading Rubric (20 Points)

Criteria > & 3 12
Exceeds Meets Approaching Incomplete or Below
All four required pieces are | All four required pieces are S . - S -
. ome pieces are missing, Major pieces are missing,
Written Response complete, 350-500 words complete and mostly : . .
C : ! too brief, or only partially very incomplete, or do not
ompletion each, and fully answer the | answer the prompts;
. answer the prompts. address the prompts.
prompts for both books. minor gaps may appear.
Responses show . .
Responses explain Connections to self, . .
thoughtful personal . . Little or no analysis,
. L . personal connections, analysis, or core values are .
Analysis & ICS Core Values | response, critical analysis, . reflection, or core value
. analysis, and at least one general or L
and clear connections to connection is included.
ICS core value. underdeveloped.
ICS core values.
Usg s strong, specific Uses relevant evidence Evidence is limited, vague, . .
] evidence from each book, Little or no evidence from
Evidence from the Text . . . . from each book and or not clearly connected to .
including 5+ pieces in each . the books is used.
explains most examples. the response.
Personal Response Essay.
Report is creative, Report is neat, organized, Some visual effort is Minimal visual effort;
Visual Design & organized, display-ready, readable, and includes shown, but organization report is difficult to read,
Conventions and polished with few or visual design with minor or errors sometimes disorganized, or filled with

No errors.

€errors.

distract.

€errors.




Summer Work Packet

Deadline: Book reports are due September 10. Grade-level college/career assignments are due on the first Friday of the school year
unless otherwise directed. This packet counts as the first graded summer work assignment.

Rising 10th Grade: College Major Exploration Project

Required for students entering 10th grade, in addition to the book report.

Goal:

Explore possible college majors so you can begin connecting your interests, strengths, high school
choices, and future careers.

Directions:

e Choose THREE college majors or fields you may want to learn more about. They do not have to be your final

choices.

Create a written report, slide deck, or organized chart that includes a profile for each major.

Use at least THREE credible sources total. Examples include college department pages, career exploration

websites, or official career information sites.
e End with a reflection explaining which major seems like the strongest fit for you right now and why.

For each major, include:

Grading Rubric (20 Points)

What the major is and what students usually study in that major.
Skills, strengths, or interests that connect to the major.
Two or more careers connected to the major.

One college or university that offers the major.

High school classes, clubs, internships, or experiences that could help you prepare.
One reason the major does or does not interest you.

o 5 4 3 12
Criteria i
Exceeds Meets Approaching Incomplete or Below
Research Accuracy & Information is accurate, Information is mostly Research is limited, Little research is included
Source Use detailed, and supported by | accurate and supportedby | incomplete, or uses or information is
3+ credible sources. at least 3 sources. unclear sources. unsupported/inaccurate.
Major Profiles & All 3 majors are fully All 3 majors are explained Profiles are missing details | Major profiles are missing,
Comparison explained and with required details and or comparison is incomplete, or not
thoughtfully compared some comparison. surface-level. connected to the task.
across study, skills,
careers, and preparation.
Personal Fit & Reflection clearly connects | Reflection explains Reflection is general and No meaningful reflection
Reflection majors to personal personal fit and includes at | gives limited explanation or personal connection is
interests, strengths, goals, | least one next step. of personal fit. included.
and next steps.

Organization &
Presentation

Project is polished, easy to
follow, and uses headings,
labels, or visuals
effectively.

Project is organized and
readable with minor
issues.

Project has some
organization but may be
hard to follow in places.

Project is disorganized,
messy, or difficult to
understand.




Summer Work Packet

Deadline: Book reports are due September 10. Grade-level college/career assignments are due on the first Friday of the school year
unless otherwise directed. This packet counts as the first graded summer work assignment.

Rising 11th Grade: College List Research Project

Required for students entering 11th grade, in addition to the book report.
Goal:

Build an early college list of 10-20 schools so you can begin comparing programs, costs, admissions
requirements, and overall fit.

Directions:

Research 10-20 colleges, universities, or post-secondary programs that you may want to explore further.
Create a table or spreadsheet. Each row should be one school or program.

e Include a mix of options when possible, such as public/private, in-state/out-of-state, two-year/four-year,
HBCUs/MSISs, career-focused programs, or schools with strong support services.
Use official college websites and financial aid/scholarship pages whenever possible.
Write a 1-page reflection naming your current Top 5 schools and explaining why each one belongs on your
list.

Your table should include:

College/program name

Public or private

Location and setting

Majors/programs that interest you

Admissions requirements or average admitted student profile

Estimated cost of attendance or tuition/fees

Scholarships or financial aid opportunities

Campus resources that matter to you

Fit rating or notes: reach/target/likely, high/medium/low interest, or why it fits
Source names or links




Grading Rubric (20 Points)

et 5 4 3 1-2
Criteria .
Exceeds Meets Approaching Incomplete or Below
Completion of College Researches 15-20 Researches 10-14 Researches fewer than 10 College list is missing,
List schools/programs and schools/programs and schools or leaves several extremely incomplete, or
includes all required table includes most required categories incomplete. does not follow directions.
categories. categories.
Research Accuracy & Uses reliable sources for Uses mostly reliable Research is general, Information is
Source Use each school; cost, sources; information is copied, outdated, or unsupported, inaccurate,
programs, admissions, and | mostly specific and missing sources for or mostly missing.
scholarship information accurate. several schools.
are specific and current.
College Fit & List List shows thoughtful List includes some variety | List has limited variety or No clear fit analysis or list
Balance balance and explains and explains several areas fit explanations are vague. | balance is shown.
academic, financial, of fit.
location, and personal fit.
Reflection & Table is clear and Table is readable; Table or reflection is Work is disorganized or
Presentation complete; Top 5 reflection reflection explains Top 5 somewhat unclear or reflection is missing.
gives specific reasons and with some detail. underdeveloped.

next steps.




Summer Work Packet

Deadline: Book reports are due September 10. Grade-level college/career assignments are due on the first Friday of the school year
unless otherwise directed. This packet counts as the first graded summer work assignment.

Rising 12th Grade: College Essay First Draft

Required for students entering 12th grade, in addition to the book report.

Goal:

Arrive in senior year with a strong first draft of a college essay so you are ready for feedback, revision, and

applications.

Directions:

e Choose a personal statement prompt from a college application, Common Application-style prompt,
scholarship prompt, or teacher-provided prompt.
Write a first draft of approximately 500-650 words, or follow the word count listed in your chosen prompt.
Your essay should tell a specific story or share a meaningful experience, challenge, interest, value, or
moment of growth.
Include a heading with your name, the prompt you selected, and your word count.
Attach a brief revision note: What is working in this draft? What feedback do you want from your teacher or
counselor? What will you revise next?

Strong college essays usually:

Grading Rubric (20 Points)

Focus on one clear story or idea instead of trying to cover your whole life.
Show reflection: explain what you learned, how you changed, or what the experience reveals about you.
Sound like the student, not like a resume or a list of accomplishments.
Use specific details, examples, and personal voice.

e s 5 4 3 12
Criteria .
Exceeds Meets Approaching Incomplete or Below
Prompt Response & Essay fully responds to the | Essay responds to the Essay only partially Essay is missing, very
Focus prompt with a clear, prompt and maintains a addresses the prompt or incomplete, or does not
specific focus and mostly clear focus. focus shifts too often. address the prompt.
complete first draft.

Storytelling & Reflection | Uses a specific story or Uses a clear story or Story or reflection is Little story, reflection, or
experience and deeply experience with some present but personal meaning is
explains its meaning, meaningful reflection. underdeveloped or too included.
orowth, or lesson. general.

Voice, Authenticity & Essay sounds personaland | Essay shows personal Voice is inconsistent or Essay lacks personal voice

College Readiness authentic while showing voice and gives some essay reads more likealist | or does not help the reader
qualities colleges should insight into the student. than a personal statement. | understand the student.
understand about the
student.

Organization, Essay is organized, Essay is organized with Essay has some Essay is difficult to follow
Conventions & Revision | polished for a first draft, minor errors and includes | organization issues, or missing the revision
Note and includes a thoughtful arevision note. frequent errors, or a weak note.
revision note. revision note.




Summer Work Packet

Deadline: Book reports are due September 10. Grade-level college/career assignments are due on the first Friday of the school year
unless otherwise directed. This packet counts as the first graded summer work assignment.

Student Submission Checklist

Use this page to make sure your summer work is complete before turning it in.

Student Name

Entering Grade

Advisor/Teacher

Book Title and Author

Grade-Level Assignment Completed

Before I submit, I checked that:

O My book report includes two books, four written pieces, clear ICS core value connections, and a visual design
component.
[0 I completed the correct grade-level assignment for the grade I am entering.

O My work is neat, organized, and easy to read.

[0 I cited or listed the sources I used for any research.

[0 My writing is in my own words and follows school academic integrity expectations.
[0 My name and entering grade are on every assignment.

Student Reflection:
One thing I learned about myself, my reading, or my post-secondary goals this summer was:

Student Signature: Date:
Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:




