
 

INTEGRATION CHARTER SCHOOLS 

Summer Reading List!  
2026–2027 School Year  |  A Message to Our Families 

 

Dear ICS Families, 

 

We are excited to share our ICS Summer Reading List & Book Report! This summer, 
every student will read books selected for their grade band — books that are aligned to our 
curriculum and core values of Teamwork, Community, Integrity, and Courage. Reading over 
the summer keeps minds sharp, builds vocabulary, and deepens students’ connection 
to the ideas we explore together throughout the year. 

Please read at least two of the books and complete the tasks for your child’s grade 
band. Students will submit their written responses to their ELA teacher when school 
returns and participate in a small group sharing of their writing, as well as a class 
discussion connected to ICS core values. 

Book reports are due September 10. They will be graded as the first assignment of the 
new school year and displayed in school — so make them beautiful! 

If you need help getting a copy of a book or a library card, please speak to your 
child’s school Principal, or visit this link to apply for a library card online: Apply for a Library 
Card Online  

 

What Every Student Will Do 

All students will select 2 texts to read and complete 1 Book Report which includes: 

 

​ Written Response: Complete the grade-specific written tasks described in this letter. 

​ Visual Design: Present your written responses in a visually appealing format using art 
materials (colored pencils, markers, paint, collage, etc.). Your book report should be something you 
are proud to display — it will be exhibited in school! 
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🎨  Design Tip: Think of your book report as a piece of artwork. Use headers, color, 
illustrations, borders, and creative layouts to make each section stand out. There is no single 
correct look, so make it your own! 

 

Grade-Specific Tasks 

 

Kindergarten – Grade 2 

Focus Skill: Questioning — using curiosity to understand what we read 
Good readers ask questions! This summer, students will use the Question Formulation 
Technique (QFT) to practice asking their own questions as they read. There are no wrong 
questions — the goal is to spark curiosity and think critically. 
Before reading: Write 2 questions about what you wonder before you begin. 
During reading: Pause and write 2 questions that come up while you read. 
After reading: Write 2 questions now that you have finished the whole book. 
After writing all your questions, go back and discuss or answer each one. Then complete a short 
reflection: 

•​ How have your thoughts about the book changed now that you are finished reading? 
•​ Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 

 
Note for families: K–2 students may dictate answers to a family member who writes them 
down, or use a combination of drawing and writing. 

 

Grades 3 – 4 

Focus Skill: Questioning and Written Reflection 
Building on the habits of younger readers, 3rd and 4th graders will use the Question Formulation 
Technique and write their responses independently. 
Before reading: Write 2 questions you have before starting the book. 
During reading: Pause and write 2 questions that arise as you read. 
After reading: Write 2 questions you have now that you have finished. 
Answer each of your questions in writing. Then write a reflection paragraph: 

•​ How have your thoughts about the book changed now that you are finished reading? 
•​ Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 

 

 

Grades 5 – 6 

Focus Skills: Character, Theme, Setting, Text Structure, and Personal Connection 
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Complete five written sections. Each response should include at least three specific examples 
from the book. 

​ Character Traits (Characterization) 
Choose a main character. Identify three traits that describe them and use at least three examples 
from the story to explain your choices. 

​ A Lesson Learned (Theme or Core Value) 
What is an important lesson or message in your book? Which character learns it, and how? Do 
you think this is a lesson readers can use in real life? 

​ Setting and Story (Plot / Exposition) 
Where and when does the story take place? How does the setting make the story more 
interesting or important? Would the story be the same in a different place? 

​ Problem and Choice (Text Structure) 
Describe one big problem in the book. What choices did the character have? Do you agree with 
the choice they made? Why or why not? 

​ My Connection (Text-to-Self) 
Write about a moment in the book that reminded you of something in your own life. How are the 
two situations the same? How are they different? 
 

 

Grades 7 – 8 

Focus Skills: Character Motivation, Conflict, and Theme 
Complete three analytical sections. Each response should include at least four specific pieces of 
evidence from the text (three for the Theme section). 

​ Character Motivation 
Choose a key action a character takes. What motivated them — fear, love, loyalty, pride, or 
something else? Support your ideas with at least four pieces of evidence from the text. 

​ Conflict 
Describe an internal or external conflict a character faces. How does the way they handle it help 
them grow or reveal something about their personality? Use at least four pieces of evidence. 

​ . A Lesson Learned (Theme or Core Value) 
What is an important lesson or message in one of your books? Which character learns it, and 
how? Do you think this is a lesson readers can use in real life? Use at least three examples of the 
theme from the book. 
Example themes: Advocating for Change, Pursuing Dreams, Finding Home, Identity, Facing 
Prejudice, Surviving 
 

 

Grades 9 – 12 

Focus Skills: Personal Response, Critical Analysis, and Authorial Engagement 
Complete two substantial pieces of writing for each book read. Each piece should be 350–500 
words. 
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​ Personal Response Essay (350–500 words per book) 
How do the issues and themes this book raises relate to your life? How did the book connect to a 
core value of ICS? Share at least five specific pieces of evidence that show the core value in 
action in the book. 

​ Letter to the Author or a Character (350–500 words per book) 
Write a letter to the author of the book, or to a character in the book. Bring up ideas you learned 
and questions you have from reading. Write about what you learned about one core value of ICS 
and how it connects to the author’s or character’s life. 
 

 

ICS Summer Reading List by Core Value 

 
Choose books from the list below for your child’s current grade. Books are organized by the ICS core 
value they best represent. 
 

Grade Teamwork Community Integrity Courage 

K–2 I Can do Hard Things 
by Gabi Garcia  
 
Tiny T. Rex and The 
Impossible Hug by 
Johnathan Stutzman  
 

All are Welcome by A. 
Penfold  
 
Where the Wild 
Things Are by 
Maurice Sendak  
 
 
 

The Day the Crayons Quit 
by Dray Dawalt 
 
Change Sings, A 
Children’s Anthem by 
Amanda Gorman  

Something, Someday by 
Amanda Gorman   

3–4 Kia and the Magical 
Spikes by Rukiya 
Ware  
 
The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind 
by William 
Kamkwamba   
 
The Undefeated by 
Kwame Alexander  

The Day You Begin 
by Jacqueline 
Woodson & R. Lopez   
 
 

Esperanza Rising by Pam 
Munoz Ryan 
 
 

The Undefeated by 
Kwame Alexander   
 
 

5 
Class Dismissed by 
Allan Woodrow 

The Lemonade War 
by Jacqueline Davies  

 

Bud Not Buddy by 
Christopher Paul 
Curtis 

Schooled by 
Gordon Korman  

 
The Number Devil: 
A Mathematical 
Adventure by Hans 
Magnus 
Enzensberger  
 

 

I Am Malala by Malala 
Yousafzai 
 
 
 

Brown Girl Dreaming by 
Jacqueline Woodson  
 

Because of Winn-Dixie 
by Kate DiCamillo 

 
The Undefeated by 
Kwame Alexander  
 
The Hill We Climb by 
Amanda Gorman 
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Grade Teamwork Community Integrity Courage 

 
 

6 City Spies by James 
Ponti 
 
The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe by 
C.S. Lewis  

Wings of Fire (series) 
by Tui T. Sutherland  
 
Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s Library 
by Chris Grabenstein  
 
Wonder by RJ Palacio 
 
Locomotion by 
Jacqueline Woodson 

Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief by Rick 
Riordan 
 
The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind by  
William Kamkwamba 
 

Front Desk by Kelly 
Yang 
 
The Wild Robot by 
Peter Brown 
 
New Kid by Jerry Craft 
 
As Brave as You by 
Jason Reynolds 

7 Baseball in April by 
Gary Soto  
 
Piecing Me Together 
by Renee Watson  
 

Front Desk by Kelly 
Yang  
 
Discovering Wes 
Moore by Wes Moore 
 
Look Both Ways by 
Jason Reynolds 

From The Desk of Zoe 
Washington by Janae 
Marks  
 

A Long Walk to Water by 
Linda Sue Park 
 
Good As Gold by 
Candace Buford  
 
Roll of Thunder, Hear 
My Cry by Mildred D. 
Taylor  
 
 

Every Shiny Thing by 
Cordelia Jensen and 
Laurie Morrison  
 
The Boy Who Dared by 
Susan Campbell 
 
When Stars Are 
Scattered by Victoria 
Jamieson and Omar 
Mohamed  
 
 
A Good Kind of 
Trouble by Lisa Moore 
Remee  

8 
The Girl in the White 
Van by April Henry 

Summer of the 
Mariposas by 
Guadalupe García 
McCall  

Restart- Gordon 
Korman  

Maus by Art 
Speigelman 

 

The Hate U Give by 
Angie Thomas  

 

Harbor Me by Jaqueline 
Woodson  

Marcus Vega Doesn’t 
Speak Spanish by Pablo 
Cartaya  

The Book Thief by Markus 
Zusak  
 
Do the Math: Secrets, 
Lies, and Algebra (Do the 
Math) 
by Wendy Lichtman             
 

Countdown by Deborah 
Wiles  

Backlash by Sarah 
Dared Littman  

Rebound by Kwame 
Alexander  

 

9 The Crossover by 
Kwame Alexander 
 
Hoops by Matt 
Tavares 
 
Darius the Great Is 

Not Okay by Adib 

Khorram 

American Born 
Chinese by Gene 
Luen Yang 
 
The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower by Stephen 
Chbosky 
 

March by John Lewis 
 
Speak by Laurie Halse 
Anderson 
 
The Poet X by Elizabeth 
Acavedo 
 

I Am Not Your Perfect 
Mexican Daughter by 
Erica L. Sanchez 
 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
 
The Sun is Also A Star 
by Nicola Yoon 
 
Patron Saints of Nothing 
Randy Ribay  
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Grade Teamwork Community Integrity Courage 

 
 

The Hill We Climb by 
Amanda Gorman 

10 Ready Player One by 
Ernest Cline 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale 
by Margaret Atwood 
 
Before We Were Free 
by Julia Alvarez 
 
 

Homegoing by Yaa 
Gyasi 
 
The God of Small 
Things by Arundhati 
Roy 
 
The Kite Runner by 
Khaled Hossein 

1984 by George Orwell 
 

I Am Malala: How One 

Girl Stood Up for 

Education and Changed 

the World by Malala 

Yousafzai with Patricia 

McCormick 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale by 
Margaret Atwood 
 
Before We Were Free by 
Julia Alvarez 
 
Station Eleven by Emily 
St. John Mandel 

11 Night of the Living 

Rez by Morgan Talty 

The Joy Luck Club by 

Amy Tan 

All Quiet on the 

Western Front by 

Erich Maria Remarque 

 

The Nickel Boys by 
Colson Whitehead 
 
The Color Purple by 
Alice Walker 
 
Another Brooklyn by 
Jaqueline Woodson 
 
 
 

Into the Wild by Jon 

Krakauer 

Between the World and 

Me by Ta-nehisi Coates 

Yellow Face by David 

Henry Hwang 

 

Educated by Tara 

Westover  

The Brief Wondrous Life 
of Oscar Wao by Junot 
Diaz 

12 Friday Night Lights 
by H.G. Bissinger   
 
The Boat People by 

Sharon Bala 

 
 
 
 

Caste by Isabel 
Wilkerson  
 
Never Let Me Go by 

Kazuo Ishiguro 

 

 

The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks by 
Rebecca Skloote 
 
The Scholomance Trilogy 
by Naomi Novik  
 
The Overstory by Richard 
Powers  
 
The Broken Earth trilogy 
by N.K. Jemisin  
 
Parable of the Sower and 
The Parable of the Talents 
by Octavia Butler  

Autobiography of 
Malcolm X  
 
If Beale Street Could 

Talk by James Baldwin 
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Book Report Rubric (All Grades) 

 
This rubric will be used to grade all book reports when students return to school. Your child’s teacher 
may provide additional grade-specific guidance. 
 

Criteria 4 – Excellent 3 – Proficient 2 – Developing 1 – Beginning 

Written 
Response / 
Prompts 

Responses are thorough, 
thoughtful, and show deep 
engagement with the text; all 
prompts answered fully. 

Most prompts 
answered with some 
detail; minor gaps in 
depth or examples. 

Prompts partially 
addressed; limited 
detail or evidence 
from the text. 

Prompts mostly 
missing or very brief; 
little connection to 
the reading. 

Visual Design & 
Presentation 

Report is creative, organized, 
and visually appealing; art 
materials used purposefully 
and neatly. 

Report is neat and 
uses art materials; 
some sections could 
be more polished. 

Some visual effort 
shown; layout is 
uneven or materials 
used minimally. 

Minimal visual effort; 
report is incomplete 
or difficult to display. 

Evidence from 
the Text 

Uses strong, specific 
examples from the book to 
support all ideas. 

Uses examples from 
the book, though 
some may be vague 
or general. 

Few examples; 
ideas not always 
connected to the 
text. 

Little or no evidence 
from the text used. 

Conventions & 
Effort 

Writing is clear; spelling and 
grammar are strong; clear 
effort shown throughout. 

Most writing is clear; 
minor errors; good 
overall effort. 

Some errors that 
affect clarity; effort 
is inconsistent. 

Many errors; limited 
evidence of effort or 
revision. 

 
Total: 16 points possible. Scores will be converted to the ICS standard grading scale. 

 

Key Dates & Reminders 

 
•​ Book reports are due September 10 and will count as the first graded assignment of the year. 
•​ Submit your written responses to your ELA teacher and bring your decorated book report to school 

for display. 
•​ Students will participate in a small group sharing of their writing and a class discussion connected 

to ICS core values. 
•​ If you need help getting a copy of a book or a library card, please speak to your child’s school 

Principal or apply for a library card here.  
 

Happy Reading! 📚 
We can’t wait to see the creativity and thinking our students bring back to school in the fall. If 

you have any questions, please reach out to your child’s school Principal. 
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